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Pink book band– stage 1
These books are for children just starting to read. Children are getting used to reading from left to right and matching spoken words to written words. Usually no more than 10 pages with up to 5 words on a page. Books in this band are aligned to Phase 2 Letters and Sounds.
 
Red book band – stage 1+ and 2
The second step up the ladder as children gain a little more confidence and may know some words by sight. Usually no more than 15 pages with 1 sentence per page. Books in this band are aligned approximately with Phase 3 Letters and Sounds.
 
Yellow book band – stage 3
Children are beginning to read more varied sentence structures and taking some note of punctuation. Usually no more than 15 pages with 1 or 2 sentences per page. Books in the yellow band are aligned with Phases 3/ 4 of Letters and Sounds.
 
Blue book band – stage 4
Children are becoming more confident at reading longer and more varied sentences. Usually no more than 15 pages with 2 or 3 sentences per page. Books in the blue band are aligned with Phases 4/ 5 of Letters and Sounds.
 
Green book band – stage 5
Children are starting to read quite fluently and take note of punctuation. Usually about 20 pages with 3 or 4 sentences per page. Books in this band are aligned with Phase 5 of Letters and Sounds.
 
Orange book band – stage 6
Children are starting to read longer and more complex sentences and can understand a range of punctuation. Usually about 20 pages with 4 or 5 sentences per page. Books in the orange band are aligned with Phases 5/ 6 of Letters and Sounds.
 
Turquoise book band – stage 7
Children can read complex sentences fairly fluently, taking note of punctuation. They use expression and do not rely on illustrations to help them. Usually about 20 pages with 4 or 5 sentences per page. Books in this band are aligned with Phases 5/ 6 of Letters and Sounds.
 
Purple book band – stage 8
Children might read silently or quietly at quite a rapid pace, taking note of punctuation. Usually about 25 pages with 5 to 10 sentences per page. Books in the purple band are aligned with Phase 6 of Letters and Sounds.
 
Gold book band – stage 9
Children might read silently or quietly at quite a rapid pace, taking note of punctuation, there is a growth in independent reading. Usually about 25 pages with 5 to 10 sentences per page. Books in this band are aligned with Phase 6 of Letters and Sounds.
 
White book band – stage 10
Books might have chapters. Children will read silently most of the time. They are interested in longer texts which they can return to easily after a break. Usually no more than 30 pages and about 10 sentences per page. Books are no longer aligned with Letters and Sounds Phases.
 
Lime book band – stage 11
Books might have chapters. Children will read silently most of the time. They are interested in longer texts which they can return to easily after a break. Readers start to read more reflectively and begin to use expression and intonation naturally. Usually more than 30 pages

